Acute respiratory distress syndrome with pulmonary calcification in two patients with B cell malignancies.
Two patients, one with B cell lymphoma and hypercalcemia and the other with multiple myeloma and hypercalcemia developed acute progressive respiratory insufficiency characteristic of the adult respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS). Both were intubated and placed on mechanical ventilation. Lung compliance deteriorated and became refractory to mechanical inflation. Examination of the lungs at post mortem examination disclosed widespread calcification within alveolar septa and diffuse alveolar damage with hyaline membrane formation consistent with ARDS. Although ARDS has been described with lymphomatous involvement of the lungs, its development in association with metastatic calcification in B cell malignancy has not been previously reported.